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CAUSES OF/ SCLUTI ONS TO THE | SRAEL- ARAB CONFLI CT

| SRAEL/ PALESTI NE | N ANCI ENT TI MES
The Israelites, forbearers of today's Jews, energed in ~1200
BCE in today's West Bank. Twice in ancient tines they
est abl i shed i ndependent ki ngdons (~1000-586 BCE, -~140-63 BCE)
These Israelite kingdons were eventually conquered and
destroyed by others. Many Jews fled to Europe at sone point.
There they were relentlessly oppressed--driven into ghettoes
and sonetines nurdered en masse--by the Christian majority.
The Arabs are a M deast people racially and linguistically
related the Jews and Canaanites. In ancient tines they were
desert peopl e.

|. THE BIRTH OF ZI ONI SM 1896

Theodor Herzl and other early Zionist | eaders sought to create
a safe haven for the Jewi sh people in an anti-semtic world
that rejected them

1. 1 SRAEL- ARAB CONFLI CTS: SI X Bl G WARS, THREE SMALL WARS, TWO

NTI FADAS

A. Big wars in 1947-49 (the "1948 War," or the "Nakba" or
"Catastrophe"); 1956 (the "Sinai War"), 1967 (the "Six Day
War"), 1969-70 (the "Canal War"); 1973 (the "Yom Ki ppur \War"
or "Cctober War"); and 1982-2000 (the "Lebanon \War").

B. Small wars in 2006 (the "Second Lebanon War" or "July War"),

2008-9 ("Operation Cast Lead" or "the Battle of al-Furqgan"),

and 2014 ("Operation Protective Edge" or the "2014 Gaza

Massacre").

I ntifadas (Pal estinian uprisings) in 1987-1991, 2000-2005.

Serious peace talks in 2000 ("Canp David"), 2001 ("Taba"),

and 2008 (A nert-Abu Mazen tal ks).

OO

V. CAUSES OF THE CONFLI CT

A. Conflict over land. The Jews and Pal estinians both claim
the same place. ©Oh dear! No settler-colonial novenent has
ever avoi ded war with the indigenous people of the |ands
that it colonized. |If so, the cause of the conflict lies in
t he cause of Jew sh settler-colonialism (Christian
antisemtism.

B. The security dilemm. Geography--close proximty and



i ndef ensi bl e borders--made the Pal estinians and Israelis a
threat to each other. This drove each to seek to dom nate

the other. |Israel sought wide territories in 1947-48,
expelling many Pal estinians in the process, to gain secure
borders. |Israel also sent settlers into the West Bank after

1967 to avert a two-state solution, to ensure |srael
retai ned secure borders.

Sone argue that Israel no |longer needs large territories

to be secure. Does Israel's nuclear deterrent nmake it
unconquer abl e?

| nvent ed chauvinist history. Both Arabs and Israelis

wal | owed in historical nythmaking about the origins of
Zionism the 1948 war and | ater wars. Each excul pated
itself of wongdoing while casting all blane on the other.
Nei t her put nuch bl ane for the conflict on the nost
responsi ble party, the Christian West.

>

These chauvinist histories lie mainly by what they omt.

D. Religious extrem sm

1

2.

In Israel.

a. An Israeli settler novenent has energed since 1967
that clainms vast Arab | ands beyond Israel's 1967
borders, roughly follow ng the borders of David's
ki ngdom This settler novenent is fueled by
scripture-based clainms that God gave the Wst Bank and
much nore to the Jews. This reflects a literalist
readi ng of scripture, and a selective reading
scripture that omts the conmand to "l ove the
stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt"
(Deut. 16:11).

b. Sonme religious Israelis now demand that |srael nust
retain control of the Tenple Mount. This is a change
of position the old days; in 1938 Zionist |eaders
expressed nore interest in Munt Scopus (Hebrew
University) than the Tenpl e Munt.

Anmong Pal estinians. Hamas, an extrem st Pal estini an

organi zation that rejects a two-state solution with

| srael, energed in 1987 and gai ned | arge infl uence.

Hamas is fueled by the view that Islamrequires jihad,

jihad requires the defense of all Mislimland, and Israel

is Muslimland. This viewreflects mlitant sections of
the Koran witten in Medina, when Muhammad and his

foll owers were at war.

> The Israeli settler and Hanas views of scripture are
contestabl e but rarely contested.

Among Christians. Christian anti-semtismthrough the

ages has been fuel ed by barbs against the Jews in the
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gospel s of Matthew and John. These barbs (e.g., Matthew
27:20-26; John 8:44-47; also 7:1, 10:31) were witten
during growi ng conflict between the mainstream Jew sh
comunity and the early Christian secessionists.

se optimsm Both sides have relentlessly believed that
ce could make the other fold. Neither has proven right
far.

The Pal estinians refused the 1947 partition and then
refused to accept the 1949 arm stice lines, wongly
believing that force could gain them better terns.

| srael refused Egypt's peace offer in 1971, and pursued
| ater peace efforts indifferently or not at all, wongly
believing that Israel could instead conpel the Arabs to
concede the gains Israel nade in the 1967 war. These
policies set the stage for the 1973 war and | ater
vi ol ence.

strategies and tactics, arising fromillusions and
perceptions.

> Regardi ng Pal estinian strategy:

1

Sonme argue that the Pal estinians' strategy of violence
has served them poorly. In this view the nethods of
Gandhi and Martin Luther King would serve them better
at this stage of the conflict. Likew se, nore use of
public relations instead of violence would serve them
better. "Use your words."

Sone conplain that the Pal estinians have m ssed
opportunities to settle the conflict--they have "never
m ssed an opportunity to m ss an opportunity.”

> Regarding Israeli strategy:

1

Sonme argue that |srael cannot be expansionist and
Zionist. They note that Israel will soon becone an
Arab-majority country unless it divests itself of the
territories it conquered in 1967.

Sonme argue that Israeli expansion (that is, Israel

col oni zati on of West Bank and vassalization of Gaza) on
bal ance harns Israeli security.

a. "lsraeli expansion retards Israel's ability to
attract Jewi sh inmgrants.”

b. "lIsraeli expansion could trigger a resurgent pan-
Arabism or an even wi der Muslimnobilization
against Israel. Pan-Arabismcould lead to an Arab

uni on of sonme kind--as CGerman, Italian, and

Vi et nanese novenents of uni on produced nation
states. This would gravely threaten |srael
security. A still-wider Miuslimnobilization would
be even nore dangerous to Israel."



c. "lsraeli expansion raises the risk of WWD terror
against Israel." Yitzhak Rabin and Ehud Barak both
worried that the conflict could produce WWD terror
agai nst Israel unless it is resolved.

Wul d better policy evaluation anong |Israelis or
Pal esti ni ans have produced peace?
F. war ---> War. Specifically, 1948 war ---> 1967 war --->

1973 war, war today.

G Strategy debates.

1. In Israel: Does Israel have a Pal estinian partner for
peace? Related: Does Arab hostility to Israel stem
mainly fromlsrael's seizure of Arab | ands and expul sion
of Arab peoples in 1947-48? O fromanti-semtism
enbedded in Muslimscripture?

2. Anpong Palestinians: |Is Israel a partner for peace?

Rel ated: Is Israeli hostility toward Pal esti ni an

stat ehood fueled mainly by Israeli doubts that the

Pal estinians are willing to accept Israel and nake a
durabl e peace with it? O by Jewi sh religious extrem sm
(i.e., desire for Biblical fulfillnment) and a desire for
nore | and for settlenment?

Pol s show that both sides greatly underestimte the

proportion of the other public that is wlling to agree a

two-state solution

V. EVENTS 1949- PRESENT
A. Religions notivations and religious extrem sm have risen on

bot h sides since 1949,

1. Inthe late 1960s an extrem st religious Israeli settler
nmovenent appeared. It ained to colonize the Wst Bank
and perhaps nore.

2. In the 1980s an extrem st religious Pal estinian

nmovenent, Hamas, appeared. |Its stated goal is to
destroy Israel. It now controls Gaza. (The secul ar
Fatah still controls the Wst Bank.)

B. Secular comrunities on both sides have greatly noderated
their views, and now |l argely accept the need to share
Pal estine/lsrael with one another. Secular Israelis (for
exanple, fornmer Prime Mnister Ehud A nert and fornmer
Kadi ma party | eader Tzipi Livni) accept the notion of a
Pal estinian state. Secular Palestinians (for exanple,
Pal esti nian President Abu Mazen) accept the need to
recognize and live with Israel.

C. Since 1949 Israel has becone far nore secure from conquest,
and control of the West Bank has becone far |ess inportant
to Israeli security.



VI .

A

1. Israel has devel oped a secure nucl ear arsenal that nakes

| srael unconquer abl e.

2. Israel achieved peace with Egypt in 1979, lifting threat

of Egyptian attack.

3. The Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, renoving Syria's

source of weapons.

4. The Syrian, lragi, and Irani an econom es have stagnated,

whil e I srael has prospered.

5. The U.S. invaded Iraq in 2003 and occupied it during

2003-2011. Iraq is now a failed state, incapable of
aggr essi on.

6. Syria fell into civil war in 2011 and is al so incapable

of aggression.

7. The Israeli mlitary has adopted new technol ogies while

Arab mlitaries have stagnated.

Overall, threat of Arab/lranian invasion fromthe east has
becone i npl ausi bl e.

SOLUTI ONS TO THE ARAB- | SRAELI CONFLI CT: LARGE OPTI ONS

Partition the land of Pal estine--the two-state sol ution.

1. Through agreenent, and failing that,

2. By Israeli fiat.

3. By UNfiat.

Create a binational state with power-sharing between Jews
and Arabs. Once proposed by dovish Zionists (Martin
Buber, Judah Magnes, Ahad Ha'am); |ater proposed by

Pal estinian hard-Iliners.

Pal esti ni an exhaustion, eventual subm ssion to |srael

dom nation. A greater Israel solution.

Expel (or "transfer") Palestinians into Jordan if they
don't submt to Israel. Eventually the Pal estinians would
accept life in Jordan. Another greater Israel solution.
The Jews eventually | eave the Mddl e East as the Crusaders
did in 1300. This is the rejectionist Palestinian

sol ution--often masked under solution B, "binational
state.”

VWhi ch solutions are feasi ble? How do we know? Wlat evi dence
is needed to judge their feasibility?

VII.

MEANS TO A 2- STATE SOLUTI ON
Most experts argue that only solution VI "A", partition,

hol ds prom se of durable peace in the near term

A

| f so, how could partition be achi eved?

New hi storical narratives.

1. Israelis and Pal estinians could take responsibility
for their own m sdeeds and stop fal se blam ng of the
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2. lIsraelis and Palestinians could put nore blame for the
conflict where it belongs--on the Christian west--and
| ess on each other.

a. Palestinians could then grant the Zioni st
enterprise sonme noral |egitimacy.

b. Israelis could nore easily admt their own
cruelties toward the Pal estinians, know ng that
they could attribute these in a final sense to the
Christians instead of taking full responsibility
for these cruelties thensel ves.

Could the U S. inpose peace? Specifically, could it frame

an Anerican final-status peace agreenent and then persuade

both sides to accept it with carrots and sticks?

VWHERE LI ES JUSTICE IN TH S CONFLI CT? JUDGE NG MORAL CLAI MS

TO | SRAEL/ PALESTI NE: CRI TERI A

A

Religious clainms--"God gave it to us." (A Jewish claim
echoed by the Jews' evangelical Christian allies; and a
Pal estinian claim) Jews point to the Covenant passages
of Genesis and Exodus. Pal estinians claimthat Pal estine
is "Muslimland" and that Pal estinians are enjoined to
defend it by the religious requirenent to defend al
Musl i m | ands under attack.

Anci ent ownership--"W had it first." A Jew sh and

Pal estinian claim Jews note their ancient presence in
Pal esti ne back to 1200 BCE. Pal estinians counter by
noting their likely relationship to the Canaanites and

ot her anci ents who owned Pal esti ne before the Jews. They
al so note that in ancient tinmes the Jews lived mainly in
t he hi ghl ands of the West bank. Jew sh settlenent in the
| om ands, including Tel Aviv, was sparse and brief. Under
an "ancient ownership" principle the Israeli Jews and

Pal esti nians woul d trade pl aces.

Longest tenure--"W had it longest."” (A Palestinian and
Jewish claim In fact it's a close-run thing.)

Most recent tenure--"We had it last." (A Palestinian
claim)

Current tenure--"W have it now" (A Jewi sh claim

regarding Israel within 1967 lines; and a Pal estinian
claimregardi ng the West Bank, Gaza, East Jerusalem)

Rel ated: "It's ours under civil law. Pl ease respect
property rights!" (A Palestinian claim)

Necessity--"Qur straits are nore dire than yours--we need
Pal estine to survive, you don't." Also, "Palestinians can

l[ive in any one of 21 Arab states; Jews have only one



Jewi sh state.”" (A Jewish claim)

G Religious inportance of the |and--"Israel -Pal estine is key
to our faith!™ Jews point to the central inportance to
Judai sm of the ancient Jewish tenple in Jerusalemand the
Grave of the Patriarchs in Hebron. Palestinian Mislins
point to the Dome of the Rock nosque in Jerusal em
(Christians once nmade simlar clains; interesting they no
| onger do so.)

H Illegitimcy of the opponent's status as heir--"You are
not descendants of those from whom you clai myou inherited
rights to Palestine.” A Palestinian claim arguing that
today's Jews are descended from Jew sh converts from
Khazaria, and cannot trace famly |ineage back to ancient
Pal esti ne.

Human rights--"You can't take Pal esti ne w thout

subj ugating and expelling us, because we |live there now.
That's barbaric!™ (Mainly a Palestinian claim although
| sraelis make a parallel claimto denounce Pal estini an
rejection of Israel's right to exist.)

J. Best use--"You wasted the |and, we made it bloom" (A
Jewi sh claim)

K. Forfeit by m sconduct:

> "You shoul d have shared Pal estine with us but
refused--so you lose it by noral forfeit.” (A Jew sh
claim) Related: "You started the wars between us,
especially the 1948 and 1967 wars--so you | ost Pal estine
by noral forfeit." (A Jewish claim) Related: "The Arab
states expelled many Jews in 1948 and after; this
expul si on negates any wong that the Jews conmtted
agai nst the Palestinians in 1948." (A Jewish claim)

> "You canme here to create an ethnically exclusive
Jewi sh state that would dom nate us and expel us, not to
live together with us in a secular state. You are the
ones who woul dn't share Pal estine! Hence your Zioni st
enterprise is norally illegitimte." (A Palestinian
claim) Related: "You started the wars between us. You
knew t hat any i ndi genous people in our shoes would resi st
your nmovenent by force but you pushed ahead anyway. Thus
you know ngly provoked war by col oni zi ng Pal estine.”
Rel ated: "You | ost Palestine fair and square when you
foolishly launched the Bar Kokhba rebellion in 134 CE
That folly cancel ed your cl ains based on anci ent
possession, as you threw the possession away." (A
Pal estinian claim)

How can these noral clains be assessed?

A formula to consider: "Both the Jews and the Pal esti ni ans



are right. The Christian west is wong; it is norally
responsible for the conflict."”
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