
Medieval Women Mystics 
[Elizabeth of Schönau, Hadewijch of Brabant, Beatrijs of Nazareth, Mechthild of Magdeburg; 
Angela of Foligno, Catherine of Siena, Na Prous Boneta, Marguerite Porete] 
 
I. Sense of God as remote to Sense of God as immediate and present 

A. from Hildegard of Bingen's Creation/Apocalypse trajectory 
B. to more intimate meditations on select passages 
C. emphasis on living and experiencing the past, not just learning it 
D. emphasis on the more human aspects of Jesus 
 

II. Affective Piety 
 A. focusing on particular points in Christ's life 
  i. birth 
  ii. passion 
 B. change in emphasis from Christ's resurrection and teachings 

C. seeking identification in suffering 
 D. fusion of identities 
 E. emphasis on fullness, satiation, completeness, perfection, union, eternity 
 F. aim of self-transformation 
 
III. Steps 
 A. requires a series of steps rather than immediate change 
 B. self-transcendence through dissolution of self 
 C. practices of meditation 
 
IV. How to distinguish mystics from heretics? 
 threat to Church from doing away with ecclesiastical mediation with God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V. Individual Writers 
A. Elizabeth of Schönau 
 i. locus amoenus of romance and troubadour poetry 
 ii. expansion of saintly contacts following liturgy 
 iii. caring for others in one's kin group or community 
 iv. emphasis on exchange, reciprocity 

 B. Hadewijch of Brabant 
  i. lack of reciprocity; no emphasis on faithfulness of others 
  ii. wanting to be God with God 
  iii. being human with Jesus 
  iv. sex with Jesus 
  v. jealousy of Augustine 

C. Beatrijs of Nazareth 
 i. steps 
 ii. fullness in self-annihilation 
D. Mechthild of Magdeburg 
 i. her love for God surpassing the created universe 
E. Angela of Foligno 
 i. looking for coincidence with human Jesus by meditating on passion 
 ii. screaming (demonic possession?) 
F. Catherine of Siena 
 i. discretion over penance 
 ii. Christ's body as text 
 iii. blood as unifying agent 
G. Na Prous Boneta 
 i. same visions but followers of Spiritual Franciscans 
 ii. new John the Baptist and new Mary for the age of the Holy Spirit 
 iii. papacy has fallen and invalidated the sacraments 
H. Marguerite Porete 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


