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Until philosophers rule as kings or those who are now called kings and leading men genuinely
and adequately philosophize, that is, until political power and philosophy entirely coincide,
while the many natures who at present purse either one exclusively are forcibly prevented from
doing so, cities will have no rest from evils, Glaucon, nor, I think, will the human race. And,
until this happens, the constitution we've been describing in theory will never be born to the
fullest extent possible or see the light of the sun. It's because I saw how very paradoxical this
statement would be that I hesitated to make it for so long, for it's hard to face up to the fact that
there can be no happiness, either public or private, in any other city.

Plato, Republic 473c8-e4



