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Perfect friendship is the friendship of men who are good, and alike in virtue; for these
wish well alike to each other qua good, and they are good themselves. Now those who
wish well to their friends for their sake are most truly friends; for they do this by reason
of own nature and not incidentally; therefore their friendship lasts as long as they are
good-and goodness is an enduring thing. And each is good without qualification and to
his friend, for the good are both good without qualification and useful to each other. So
too they are pleasant; for the good are pleasant both without qualification and to each
other, since to each his own activities and others like them are pleasurable, and the
actions of the good are the same or like. And such a friendship is as might be expected
permanent, since that meet in it all the qualities that friends should have. For all
friendship is for the sake of good or of pleasure-good or pleasure either in the abstract or
such as will be enjoyed by him who has the friendly feeling-and is based on a certain
resemblance; and to a friendship of good men all the qualities we have named belong in
virtue of the nature of the friends themselves...

Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Bk VIII, Ch. 3, 1156b7-18



